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Dear Friends,

As we think of winding down the year with Thanksgiving, Christmas and all of the
busyness that accompanies this time of year, the Kibbuse Vocational Technical Center
is winding down the school year.  In Uganda, the school year has three terms. They
typically begin in February and end in the beginning of December. We received a year
end report from principal Stella Nabitosi containing important information we want to
pass on to you:

The total number of students this past year was 32, including 16 in the Fashion and Design Program and 5 in
Agriculture (all female); and 6 in Auto Mechanics, 1 in Construction and 4 who took the three month program for
Driver’s Training (all male).

This breakdown shows that the number of females has increased dramatically under the leadership of Stella
Nabitosi.  Previously the number of female students averaged eight to ten.  This is great news as it shows that women
are looking to be able to support themselves rather than marry at a very young age, often as young as 15. However,
the number of male students has dramatically dropped in the past two years. 

Stella also shared some distressing news.  4 students had to drop out of the school's second term because of
financial difficulties.  Although KVTC is one of the most inexpensive schools in the region, in large part because of
your generous donations covering teacher’s salaries, most of the students come from agrarian families. They are
dependent on annual harvests and the local prices for their produce in the marketplace, which are low because of the
general poverty of the Kibaale District, so they struggle even to meet Kibbuse’s low fees.  . 

We did receive testimonies from two students of KVTC, one former and one current student that give us hope:

Asiimwe Jimmy

TESTIMONY

I am Asiimwe Jimmy from Kisengwe Kakumiro District. First of all I thank God who
given us a gift of life and all the provision in our lives. I thank the Kibbuse foundation
and administration for making us what we are. I can’t forget our friends of Kibbuse in
U.S.A for their support and prayer. May God bless.

I came to know Kibbuse when I was still young and later on after completing the primary
level 7 I felt a lot of zeal to join the institution. This was because I was a Christian and I
wanted a school that can gives skills as well as spiritual development. In 2018 I joined
the institution, only the studies were interrupted by COVID-19. Finally I completed
successfully in 2022 and now I am operating my business as you can see in the photo.
As a student of Kibbuse I learnt a lot and gained a lot at Kibbuse and I will always
remember your efforts.   My God bless you!

TESTIMONY

My name is Mujuni Denesi a resident of Igunda local council one,
Kayanja sub-county. Kibaale District. It is 17km from my place of
residence to St. James Kibbuse where I am currently attaining my
National Certificate in Building Construction. I am a true Christian
by religion, I love Bible studies and always attend to them because
they teach us to live a harmony life with our fellows. During
Sunday’s I always go for prayers to thank and Glorify God for the
gift of life he has given me and all my Guardians not forgetting to
ask him for the gift of knowledge, wisdom and understanding.

Mujuni Denesi

I came to know St. James kibbuse in January 2023 through listening to radio advertisement where I picked up a
telephone number and then called on it. I was lucky that the principal of St. James received my call and explained me
further more about the institution.  After her explanations and directions, I got interested to join St. James kibbuse. In a
short period of time, I prepared myself and then joined St. James Kibbuse where I started my Junior Certificate in
Building Construction. During my journey of this National Certificate in Building Construction, I have benefited from St.
James Kibbuse in different ways to upgrade my life standard through the following; I have acquired technical
knowledge and skills in Building Construction that has made me ready to go for the world of work to create up
employment opportunities and employ different categories of people.

The institution provided me a piece of land where I carry out cultivation and this has been a strong base where get
tuition and other personal requirements to earn a living. It has been a struggle and God’s mercy to get basic needs
since 2013 when my father died. He left me when I was still young aged eight. Unlucky enough our mother could not
manage to take care of us especially in academic finance. A Good Samaritan from the nearby community came and
funded me from primary three up to primary six when he got an accident which had all his two legs off. Since then, I
have been a key holder of my struggles.

All in all, I pray to the almighty God to bless St. James Kibbuse and the entire administration. Long live St. James
Kibbuse Vocational Training Centre, long live Executive Director James  Joroba Adyeri

Lastly friends, please consider writing a short note of thanks to Stella and the staff at KVTC. You can email your note
to info@friendsofkibbuse.org, and we put it with others we receive and send them (without contact information to
protect your privacy) on to the school.  It’s a quick and easy way to show the people in Uganda that there are many
people here in the States who not only donate but truly appreciate the work that they do to help young people grow in
faith and abilities.

To close with the words that Stella used to close her report to us:

“Finally dear friends United we shall stand and I once again appreciate your love. May the lord God bless you”

Contact Us:
Email: Info@friendsofkibbuse.org

Postal: Friends of Kibbuse, PO Box 592, Jenison, MI 49429
Website: www.friendsofkibbuse.org
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